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Yorrel AgEIungere un coniribndn a
tree ercelleanti intervenli sul romdo del
coimpuler in architetiarn |,|II!||‘||||'||||
teid e Gk

Blcap tolamdie: Clawde Parent la-
menla Pinlrosione della "Bestia™ mel
e shudia: ne ruba la loes, incalenng @
willisee i suni oollaboratori, Ferga la
progefilazione verse un'innaturale
peallecen ¢ onmeeeneiEsaEione. ad
dalena Ferrara glunge o concliesioni
sifnili attraverso una siGEEiane pid
tscorsiva della storia del compuler;
vifletle anche sul pedere degli -
menli i aconisire significali metafo-
ricd {il compaiter cornee imilazione de
rervielliy, per esempiol. Buggere Fie-
ranloni affvonta il discorss in modo
piit amipio, analizzanca le provecazin
ni che il computer olle alla storia
el rappresenlaziones, ¢ la relazione
tra questl cambiamentd “mellillul” e
la misieriosa nafora materiabe dezli
wlilfii.

Wibdalenn Ferrara parte citandn
Iaffermazione di Ivan Llich che “pomi
gli strumenti tendono a essere lam
alegal palentl melalore che inllises-
no sulla mente”. Durasbe un seming
rig lenuts recentements alla Scsola
d'wrehirtetbura del"Universith di Penn
sylvania, il pradessoar llich ha deplo
ralo in conlinoaziane Vimpiege degli

{ wish o add cy wovee o me
thrag avcavan apecuizhans oo g rove of covm-
pandars i archibedfore pobilished i sos B8

To recan: Lauda Parent lamenied tha ity
sian of the “Hassr™ mia irs aleler i sleals hs
M, shackigs and sUlsmces s Fsomates, and
farces hig hand' in the desian process lomecds
wnnahiry exacivass and homogenization. Mad
datena Farcars réacied many of Ifie s -
clusions vig 8 move ovscursive irsatmmnt of e
bistory of compedass’ she gl raminsdéd on
tha powar of faals fo asquine medanharical
ey (e compeler 82 &0 imitanan bran
for examphel, Ruggera Parasdani cast his oat
WILEr A0, considenthy the provocalions the
compester affers e the hisfory of reprasesda
tian, and e felaionstyp of Mess “oay” chsn-
s o the mpsterious materia! astune of bl
s,

Mz Farrara began hy citing han (llick’s
dtalamiant tha! “all redds g I he Mamsahas



powventyl mataphiors wivich affect the mind”, Ao
g saminar fie Mg recsally mo e sohiechre
schooi at the Univarsily of Peanspleania, profes-
Bar ihoh conmmasyy Japlirad modern oo
Mation pictoves were hewom the paie (he nevar
poae 0 ohe cAnems) @ven e fonble hicpels
proved fow high-fech fe be on the rmad o San-
thapi fonly By placig ane's fas! o e groud
oY o markning fe ofances of mderachion
with faiiow |}I:|'§|l'il1ll':|i'. Fhara wag & rang of
maunsng throupbowt e class, a pearning for
Wit amalfarsd some e during the Eak-
pesomet. when e world became a poraly
fectusl thing, dominated by feclmigues amd
methadolagies, presonbed by the Vmils of the
tnols winh coukd sncounier it

X came as a greal swprise &0 me, then,
whan e fished 8 faplop compuiey aul of i
bag ceving e thid meehing. The fow of the
diacusalon was interrupied a5 he axtrovied & o
“wabe up”, and delicatedy — huf aeperfiy = i

giruched IF Wil s hingers. Svaniually he found
what b was daoking for, a hibVegraphic el
for one of my fsifow students, and pul the -
clvive back fo sleap.

What vems thia apostle af simplicily g
with suzft 2 device, whew fin had jus' been ad-
vogaling the replacement of moror cars witl
mwes? Tie answer 5 probably quide simple —
hig famous bow of index cands hecame foo by
I fugy arcesnd, and! i seved hime i class, This
AnpeaTs (o rapressnt the aame kind of comman-
sangd which [ad Mr. Parent fo “foo! ep® wath his
bezsiiy machines. How ifan can e compular
Be a “corviwal imstormen T for the fanahcally
miscarning dean Wik, and & frightaning burden
fir Claude Parau?

Thiz uestion was inpched upon by Waoola-
larme Farrara in one of the few opfimistio
thowgids aur threg commeniarars allowed
Mrevidelvas, 1 does inoeed seem diffioelt e
make soch an kairaciable, fmpersonal dewne
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“canviwal”, buf | sha¥ fry e offer sama sxam-
pizs af how we might Jor perhaps mustl go
ahaut doing His.

Firatly, we sfioeld mod fose siphd of whal
cormpurers do they compute. This appanantly
laugnatve [rUTam Containg & WNDNTAMH Aea-
govn. The hevd, immeesdahle pants of 2 computer
simply daka infarmation we have fad them and
perform aperafions an this information
acooriiing to ow inslructions, The msching s
aalirady ingitharent e whather the imfarmation
denafas sowunds, lettars, nombars, blobs of co-
laur or the poilion af paints in Cartesian spa-
ca. Tha omly raguirament 18 that the fdorma-
for he fegibie fo ihe machine: & presasting
ealiny must be broken dowen into tVecrate, lra-
dueibde porliond (birsl, throug & sfanner or
digitining et in the case of drawings; &
ming newty cresded waing e compeder muwst,
likpwire, ba recorded in Foma way through
i cooa.
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